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2, Now in these few simple sequences, however
strongly and unequivocally they evince the char-
acter of a God already proved or already presup-
posed, we have not the same intense evidence for
design, which is afforded by the distinct parts or
the distinct principles of a very multifarious com-
bination. Yet the constitution of man’s moral
nature is not defective in this evidence—though
certainly neither so prolific nor so palpable in our
mental as in our anatomical system. Still, how-
ever, there is a mechanism in mind as well as body,
with a diversity of principles, if not a diversity of
parts, consisting of so many laws, grafted it may
be on a simple and indivisible substance, yet yield-
ing, in the fact of their beneficial concurrence, no
inconsiderable argument for the wisdom and good-
ness of Him who framed us. Nor does it matter,
as we have already said, whether these are all of
them original, or some of them, as the analysts of
mind have laboured to manifest, only derivative
laws in the human constitution. If the former,
we have an evidence grounded on the beneficial
conjunction of a greater number of independent
laws. If the latter, we are reduced to fewer inde-
pendent laws—but these all the more prolific of
useful applications, each of which applications is
grounded on a beneficial adaptation of some pe-
culiar circumstances, in the operation of which it
is that the primary is transmuted into a secondary
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