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by which to appease it, after it had thrown down

the gauntlet of hostility, will in fact make one

continued sacrifice of their tone and manner and

habit, that it may not be awakened out of its

slumbers. It were difficult to compute how much

we are indebted, for the blandness and the amenity

of human companionship, to the consciousness of

so many sleeping fires, in readiness to blaze forth,

at the touch or on the moment of any provocation

being offered. We doubt not, that, in military

and fashionable, and indeed in all society, it acts as

a powerful restraint on every thing that is offen

sive. The domineering insolence of those who,

with the instrument of anger too, would hold

society in bondage, is most effectually arrested,

when met by an anger which throws back the fear

upon themselves, and so quiets and composes all

their violence. It is thus that a balance is main

tained, without which human society might go

into utter derangement; and without which too,

even the animal creation might lose its stability,

and disappear. And there is a kind of moral

power in the anger itself, that is separate from the

animal or the physical strength which it puts into

operation; and which invests with command, or

at least provides with defensive armour, those who

would otherwise be the most helpless of our species

-so that decrepit age or feeble womanhood has

by the mere rebuke of an angry countenance made

the stoutest heart to tremble before them. It is
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