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260 AFFECTIONS WHICH CONDUCE TO

rally throughout the world ; and by which each
man, secure within the limits of his own special
and recognised possession, might claim as being
rightly and originally his, the fruit of all the labour
which he may choose to expend upon it. But
this was not left to the discovery of man, or to
any ordinations of his consequent upon that dis-
covery. He was not led to this arrangement by
the experience of its consequences ; but prompted
to it by certain feelings, as much prior to that
experience as the appetite of hunger is prior to
our experience of the use of food. In this matter,
too, the wisdom of nature has anticipated the wis-
dom of man, by providing him with original prin-
ciples of her own. Man was not left to find out
the direction in which his benevolence might be
most productive of enjoyment to others; but he
has been irresistibly, and, as far as he is concerned,
blindly impelled thereto by means of a family
affection—which, concentrating his efforts on a
certain few, has made them a hundred times more
prolific of benefit to mankind than if all had been
left to provide the best they may for the whole,
without a precise or determinate impulse to any.
And in like manner, man was not left to find out
the direction in which his industry might be made
most productive of the materials of enjoyment ;
but, with the efforts of each concentrated by means
of a special possessory affection on a certain por-
tion of the territory, the universal produce is in-
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