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in his own separate domain; any more than it was

justice which gave to either of them that feeling

of affection which each has for his own children.

It is after and not before these feelings are formed,

that justice steps in with her golden rule, of not

doing to others as we would not others to do unto

us; and, all conscious as we are of the dislike and

resentment we should feel on the invasion of our

property, it teaches to defer to a similar dislike

and a similar resentment in other men. And, so

far from this original and instinctive regard for

this property which is my own, serving at all to

impair, when once the moral sense comes into

play, it enhances my equitable regard for the pro

perty of others. It is just with me the proprietor,

as it is with me the parent. My affection for my

own family does not prompt me to appropriate the

family of another; but it strengthens my sympa

thetic consideration for the tenderness and feeling

of their own parent towards them. My affection

for my own field does not incline me to seize upon

that of another man; but it strengthens my equi.

table consideration for all the attachments and the

claims which its proprietor has upon it. In prom

portion to the strength of that instinct which binds

me to my own offspring, is the sympathy I feel

with the tenderness of other parents. In propor

tion to the strength of that instinct which binds

me to my own property, is the sense of equity I

feel towards the rights of all other proprietors. It
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