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PART 1.

ON THE ADAPTATION OF EXTERNAL NATURE TO
THE MORAL CONSTITUTION OF MAN.,

CHAPTER VIIL

On those special Affections which conduce to the
Economic Wellbeing of Society.

1. WE now proceed to consider the economic, in
contra-distinction to the civil and political well-
being of society, to the extent that this is depen-
dent on certain mental tendencies—whether these
can be demonstrated by analysis to be only secon-
dary results, or in themselves to be simple elements
of the human constitution. We may be said, in-
deed, to have already bordered on this part of our
argument—when considering the origin and the
rights of property; or the manner in which cer-
tain possessory affections, that appear even in the
infancy of the mind, and anticipate by many years
the exercise of human wisdom, lead to a better
distribution, both of the earth and of all the valu-
ables which are upon it, than human wisdom could
possibly have devised, or at least than human
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