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law can enforce her own arrangements, however

arbitrary and unnatural they might be ; but it is

a striking exhibition, we have always thought, of'

the triumph of the possessory over the legal, that,

in the contests between the two parties, the clergy

have constantly been losing ground. And, in re

sistance to all the opprobrium which has been

thrown upon them, do we affirm, that, with a dis

interestedness which is almost heroic, they have

in deed and in practice forborne, to the average

extent of at least one half; the assertion of their

claims. The truth is, that the felt odium which

attaches to the system ought never to have fallen

upon them. It is an inseparable consequence of

the arrangement itself, by which law hath traversed

nature-so as to be constantly rubbing, as it were,

against that possessory feeling, which may be re

garded as one of the strongest of her instincts.

There are few refbrmations that would do more to

sweeten the breath of English society, than the re

moval of this sore annoyance-the brooding foun

tain of so many heartburnings and so many fester

ments, by which the elements of an unappeasable

warfare are ever at work between the landed in

terest of the country, and far the most important

class of its public functionaries ; and, what is the

saddest perversity of all, those whose office it is,

by the mild persuasions of Christianity, to train the

population of OLLI' land in the lessons of love and

peace and righteousness-they are forced by the
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