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families that are gladdened by her footsteps. And

what is worse, it is substituting in their place, the

hoarse and jarring discords of the challenge and

the conflict and the angry litigation. We may

thus see, that there is a province in human affairs

on which law should make no entrance-a certain

department of human virtue wherein the moralities

should be left to their own unfettered play, else

they shall be frozen into utter apathy-a field

sacred to liberty and good-will, that should ever

be kept beyond the reach ofjurisprudence; or on

which, if she once obtain a footing, she will spoil

it of all those unbought and unbidden graces that

natively adorn it. So that while to law we would

commit the defence of society from all the aggres

sions of violence, and confide the strict and the

stern guardianship of the interests of justice-we

should tremble for humanity lest it withered and

expired under the grasp of so rough a protector;

and lest before a countenance grave as that of a

judge, and grim as that of a messenger-at-arms,

this frail but loveliest of the virtues should be

turned, as if by the bead of Medusa, into stone.

1. But there are other moral ills in this unfor

tunate perversion, beside the extinction of good
will in the hearts of the affluent, and of gratitude

in the hearts of the poor-though it be no slight

mischief to any community, that the tie of kindli

ness between these two orders should have been

broken ; and that the business of charity, which
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