
32 AFFECTIONS WHICH CONDUCE TO

when left spontaneous is so fertile in all the ame

nities of life, should be transformed into a fierce

warfare of rights, from its very nature incapable
of adjustment, and, whether they be the en

croached upon or the repelled, subjecting both

parties to the sense of a perpetual violence. But

over and above this, there are other distempers,

wherewith it hath smitten the social economy of

England, and of which experience will supply the

English observer with many a vivid recollection.

The reckless but withal most natural improvidence

of those whom the state has undertaken to pro

vide for, seeing that law bath proclaimed in their

favour a discharge from the cares and the duties

of self-preservation--the headlong dissipation, in

consequence-the dissolution of family ties, for

the same public and proclaimed charity which

absolves a man from attention to himself will

absolve him also from attention to his relatives

the decay and interruption of sympathy in all

the little vicinities of town and country, for each

man under this system of an assured and universal

provision feels himself absolved too from attention

to his neighbours-These distempers, both social

and economic, have a common origin ; and the

excess of them above what taketh place in a

natural state of things, may all be traced to the

unfrtunate aberration, which, in this instance,

the constitution of human law hath made from the

constitution of human nature.
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