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and movements of political economy. The supe-
rior wisdom of nature is demonstrated in the mis-
chief which is done by any aberration therefrom—
when her processes are disturbed or intermeddled
with by the wisdom of man. The philosophy of
free trade is grounded on the principle, that society
is most enriched or best served, when commerce
is left to its own spontaneous evolutions ; and is
neither fostered by the artificial encouragements,
nor fettered by the artificial restraints, of human
policy. The greatest economic good is rendered
to the community, by each man being left to con-
sult and to labour for his own particular good—or,
in other words, a more prosperous result is obtained
by the spontaneous play and busy competition of
many thousand wills, each bent on the prosecution
of its own selfishness, than by the anxious super-
intendence of a government, vainly attempting to
medicate the fancied imperfections of nature, or
to improve on the arrangements of her previous
and better mechanism. Itis when each man is
left to seek, with concentrated and exclusive aim,
his own individual benefit—it is then, that markets
are best supplied ; that commodities are furnished
for general use, of best quality, and in greatest
cheapness and abundance ; that the comforts of
life are most multiplied; and the most free and
rapid augmentation takes places in the riches and
resources of the commonwealth. Such a result,
which at the same time not a single agent in this
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