
40 AFFECTIONS WHICH CONDUCE TO

vast and Complicated system of trade contemplates

or cares for, each caring only for himself-strongly

bespeaks a higher Agent, by whose transcendental

wisdom it is, that all is made to conspire so har

moniously, and to terminate so beneficially. We

are apt to recognise no higher wisdom than that

of man, in those mighty concerts of human agency

-a battle, or a revolution, or the accomplishment

of some prosperous and pacific scheme of universal

education; where each who shares in the under.

taking is aware of its object, or acts in obedience

to some master-mind who may have devised and

who actuates the whole. But it is widely different,

when, as in political economy, some great and

beneficent end both unlooked and unlaboured for,

is the result, not of any' concert or general purpose

among the thousands who are engaged in it-but

is the compound effect, nevertheless, of each look.

ing severally, and in the strenuous pursuit of in.

dividual advantage, to some distinct object of his

own, When we behold the working of a complex
inanimate machine, and the usefulness of its pro
ducts-we infer, from the unconsciousness of all

its parts, that there must have been a planning
and a presiding wisdom in the construction of it.

The conclusion is not the less obvious, we think

it emphatically more so, when, instead of this, we

behold in one of the animate machines of human

society, the busy world of trade, a beneficent re

sult, an optimism of public and economical advan-
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