
52 AFFECTIONS WHICH CONDUCE TO

ful impulse given to all its movements, wherever

there is a reigning principle of sobriety and virtue

in the land-so as to ensure an inseparable con

nection between the moral worth and the economic

comfort of a people. Of this we should meet with

innumerable verifications in political economy

did we make a study of the science, with the ex

press design of fixing and ascertaining them.

There is one very beautiful instance in the effect,

which the frugality and foresight of workmen

would have, to control and equalize the fluctua

tions of commerce-acting with the power of a fly

in mechanics; and so as to save, or at least inde

finitely to shorten, those dreary intervals of sus

pended work or miserable wages, which now occur

so often, and with almost periodic regularity in

the trading world. What constitutes a sore ag

gravation to the wretchedness of such a season, is

the necessity of overworking-so as, if possible, to

compensate by the amount of labour for the defi

ciency of its remuneration; and yet the inverse

effect of this in augmenting and perpetuating that

glut, or overproduction, which is the real origin of

this whole calamity. It would not happen in the

hands of a people elevated and exempted above

the urgencies of immediate want; and nothing

will so elevate and exempt them, but their own

accumulated wealth-the produce of a resolute

economy and good management in prosperous

times. Would they only save during high wages
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