
OP OUR NATURE TO VIRTUE. 73

nature's sensibility-whether in the tears that com

passion sheds over the miseries of the unfortunate,

or in the smiles and endearments which are la

vished by a mother upon her infant family-w&

seldom reflect how little of the real and proper

character of virtue is there. We accredit man, as

if they were his own principles, with those instincts

which the Divinity hath implanted within him;

and it aggravates the error, or rather the guilt of

so perverse a reckoning-that, while we offer this

incense to humanity, we forget all the while the

hand of Him, by whom it is that humanity is so

bountifully gifted and so beauteously adorned.
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