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His goodness; and it may enhance the argument

for His wisdom.

2. The first instance which occurs to us is that

law of affection, by which its intensity or strength

is proportioned to the helplessness of its object.

It takes a direction downwards; descending, for

example, with much greater force from parents to

children, than ascending from children to parents

back again-save when they lapse again into second

infancy, and the duteous devoted attendance by

the helpful daughters of a family, throughout the

protracted ailments and infirmity of their declining

years, instead of an exception, is in truth a con

firmation of the law-as much so, as the stronger

attraction of a mother's heart towards the youngest

of the family; or, more impressive still, her more

special and concentrated regard towards her sickly

or decrepit or even idiot boy. It is impossible not

to recognise in this beautiful determination of

nature, the benevolence of nature's God.

8. Such instances could be greatly multiplied;

and we invite the future explorers of this untrod

den field to the task of collecting them. We

hasten to instances of another kind, which we all

the more gladly seize upon, as being cases of

purest and strictest adaptation, not of the external

mental, but of the external material world, to the

moral constitution of man.

44" The power of speech is precisely such an

adaptation. Whether we regard the organs of
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