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but the imagery or the visible representation,

should, in our world of human spirits, be so wholly

obliterated, or at least so wofully deformed?

Does it not look as if a blight had come over the

face of our terrestrial creation, which hath left its

materialism in a great measure untouched, while

it bath inflicted on man a sore and withering

leprosy? Do not the very openness and benignity

which sit on the aspect of nature reproach him,

for the cold and narrow and creeping jealousies

that be at work in his own selfish and suspicious

bosom; and most impressively tell the difference

between what man is, and what he ought to be?

10. There are certain other adaptations, but on

which we forbear to expatiate.* Some of them,

# It must be obvious that we cannot exhaust the subject, but

only exemplify it, by means of a few specimens. There is an

adaptation which, had it occurred in time, might have been

stated in the text-suggested by the celebrated question respect

ing the liberty of the human will. We cannot but admit how

much it would have deteriorated the constitution of humanity,
or rather destroyed one of its noblest and most essential parts,
had it been so constructed, as that either man was not account

able for his own actions, or that these actions were free in the

sense contended for by one of the parties in the controversy
that is, were so many random contingencies which had no paren

tage in any events or influences that went before them, or occu

pied no place in a train of causation. Of the reasoners on the

opposite sides of this sorely agitated question-the one contend

ing for the moral liberty, and the other for the physical necessity
of human actions-it is clear that there are many who hold the

one to be destructive of the other. But what the wisdom of man
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