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mage to-.-as virtues standing forth in their own

independent character, and having their own

independent claims both on the reverence and

observation of mankind. Now, akin with this

attempt to generalize the whole of virtue into one

single morality, is the attempt to generalize the

character of God into one single moral perfection.

Truth and justice have been exposed to the same

treatment in the one contemplation as in the other

-that is, regarded more as derivatives from the

higher characteristic of benevolence, than as dis

tinct and primary characteristics themselves. The

love of philosophic simplicity may have led to this

in the abstract or moral question; but something

more has operated in the theological question. It

falls in with a still more urgent affection than the

taste of man; it falls in with his hope and his

sense of personal interest, that the truth and jus

tice of the Divinity should be removed, as it were,

to the back-ground of his perspective. And, ac

cordingly, this inclination to soften, if not to sup

press, the sterner perfections of righteousness and

holiness, appears, not merely in the pleasing and

poetic effusions of the sentimental, but also in the

didactic expositions of the academic theism. It

is thus that Paley, so full and effective and able in

his demonstration of the natural, is yet so meagre

in his demonstration of the moral attributes. It

is, in truth, the general defect, not of natural

theology in itself-but of' natural theology, as set
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