
11 THE CAPACITIES OF THN WORLD FOR,30

strength of bones and muscles, in the organs of

respiration and digestion, sufficient indications of

a design to remove his being into a different state.

The observant and the intelligent may perhaps

find in the mind of man parallel signs of his future

destination."

" Dr. Ferguson's reasoning upon this subject is worthy of

being extracted more largely than we have room for in the text,

.-"If the human foetus," he observes, "were qualified to reason

of his prospects in the womb of his parent, as he may afterwards

do.in his range on this terrestrial globe, he might no doubt ap

prehend in the breach of his umbilical chord, and in his separa

tion from the womb, a total extinction of life; for how could he

conceive it to continue after his only supply of nourishment from

the vital stock of his parent had ceased? He might indeed ob

serve many parts of his organization and frame which should

seem to have no relation to his state in the wombs For what

purpose, he might say, this duct which leads from the mouth to

the intestines? Why these bones that each apart become hard

and stiff, while they are separated from one another by so many

flexures or joints? Why these joints in particular made to move

upon hinges, and these germs of teeth, which are pushing to be

felt above the surface of the gums? Why the stomach through

which nothing is made to pass? And these spongy lungs, so

well fitted to drink up the fluids, but into which the blood that

passes every where else is scarcely permitted to enter?

"To these queries, which the fatus was neither qualified to

make nor to answer, we are now well apprised the proper answer

would be-The life which you now enjoy is but temporary; and

those particulars which now seem to you so preposterous, are a

provision which nature has made for a future course of life which

you have to run, and in which their use and propriety will appear

sufficiently evident.

"Such are the prognostics of a future destination that might
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