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mind, adrift from all fixed principle, may thus lose

itself in universal pyrrhonism.

9. Nature is fortunately too strong for this

speculation; but still there is a comfort in being

enabled to vindicate the confidence which she has

inspired-as in those cases, where some original

principle of hers admits of being clearly and

decisively tested. And it is so of our faith in

the constancy of nature, met and responded to,

throughout all her dominions, by nature's actual

constancy-the one being the expectation, the

other its rigid and invariable fulfilment. This

perhaps is the most palpable instance which can

be quoted, of a belief anterior to experience, yet

of which experience affords a wide and unexcepted

verification. It proves at least of one of our im

planted instincts, that it is unerring; and that,

over against a subjective tendency in the mind,

there is a great objective reality in circumanibient

nature to which it corresponds. This may well

convince us, that we live, not in a world of imagi

nations-.-but in a world of realities. It is a noble

example of the harmony which obtains, between

the original make and constitution of the human

spirit upon the one hand, and the constitution of

external things upon the other; and nobly accre

dits the faithfulness of Him, who, as the Creator of

both, ordained this happy and wondrous adapta

tion. The monstrous suspicion of the sceptics is,

that we are in the hands of a God, who, by the
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