
172 THE INTELLECTUAL

16. And it augurs portentously for the coming

destinies of our land, that, in the present rage for

economy, such an indiscriminate havock should

'iave been made-so that pensions and endowments

'or the reward or encouragement of science, should

ave had the same sentence of extinction passed

upon them as the most worthless sinecures. The

difficulties of our most sublime, and often too our

most useful knowledge, make it inaccessible to all

but to those who are exempt from the care of their

own maintenance-so that unless a certain, though

truly insignificant portion of the country's wealth,

be expended in this way, all high and transcend.

-',o the symmetry of the whole architecture; for the pinnacles and

upper stories of the building will rise as proudly and as gracefully
as ever above the platform which sustains them. There is inde

finite room in truth and science for an ascending movement, and

the taking up of higher positions; and if, in virtue of a popular

philosophy now taught in schools of art, we are to have more

lettered mechanics, this will be instantly followed up by a higher,

philosophy in colleges than heretofore; and in virtue of which

we shall also have a more accomplished gentry, a more intellec

tual parliament, a more erudite clergy, and altogether a greater
force and fulness of mind throughout all the departments of the
commonwealth. The whole of society will ascend together, an

therefore without disturbance to the relation of its parts. But
in every stage of this progress, the endowed colleges will con

tinue to be the highest places of intellect; the country's richest

lore, and its most solid and severest philosophy will always be

found in them."- Use and Abuse of Literary and Ecclesiastical

Endowments.
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