
196 CONNECTION BETWEEN THE

nothing but evidence, strict and scrutinized and

thoroughly sifted evidence, will secure acceptance

for any opinion. Whatever its authority, whatever

its engaging likelihood may be, it must first be

made to undergo the freest treatment from human

eyes and human hands. It is at one time stretched

on the rack of an experiment. At another it has to

pass through fiery trial in the bottom of a crucible.

At another, it has to undergo a long questionary

process, among the fumes, and the filtrations, and

the intense heat of a laboratory ; and, not till it

has been subjected to all this inquisitorial torture

and survived it, is it preferred to a place in the

temple of truth, or admitted among the laws and

the lessons of a sound philosophy.

7. But, beside those rewards and excitements

to science which lie in science itself, as the curi

osity which impels to the prosecution of it, and

the delights of prosperous study, and the pleasures

that immediately spring from the contemplation

ot its objects-besides these, there is a remoter

but not less powerful influence, and to which in

deed we owe greatly more than halt' the philosophy

of our world. We mean the respect in which

high intellectual endowments are held by general

society. We are not sure but that the love of

thme has been of more powerful operation, in

speeding onward the march of discovery, than the

love of philosophy For the sake of its own inherent

charms ; and there are thousands of our most dis-
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