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cihng its to those misadventures and pettier

mise-riesof life, which, if not so alleviated, would keep

us in a state of continual festerment-we cannot

but regard even this humbler part of the consti

tution of man, as a palpable testimony both to the

wisdom and goodness of Him who framed us.

18. Before quitting this department of the- sub.

ject, we may advert, not to an individual peculi.

arity, but to the respective characters by which

two classes of intellect are distinguished, and to

the effect of their mutual action and reaction on

the progress of opinion in the world.

19. The first of these intellectual tendencies

may be seen in those who are distinguished by

their fond and tenacious adherence to the existing

philosophy, and by their indisposition to any

"The advantages which we derive from our susceptibility
of this species of emotion, are, in their immediate influence on

the cheerfulness, and therefore on the general happiness of' so

ciety, sufficiently obvious. How many hours would pass wearily

along, but for those pleasantries of wit, or of easier, and lesspie

tending gaiety, which enliven what would have been dull, and

throw many bright colours on what would have been gloomy!
We are not to estimate these accessions of pleasure lightly, be

cause they relate to objects that may seem trifling, when con

sidered together with those more serious concerns, by which aiir

ambition is occupied, and in relation to which, in the success or

failure of our various projects, we look back on the past months

or years of our life as fortunate or unfortunate. If these serious

concerns alone were to be regarded, we might often have been

very fortunate and very unhappy, as in other circumstances we

might often have had much happiness in the hours and days of
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