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well that philosophy should not be a fixture, but

should at length give way to the accumulating

force of evidence. But on the other hand it is

well, that it should require a certain, and that a

very considerable force of evidence, ere it shall

quit its present holds, or resign the position which

it now occupies. We had rather that it looked

with an air of forbidding authority on the mere

likelihoods of speculation, than that, lightly set

agog by every specious plausibility, it should open

its schools to a restless and rapid succession of yet

undigested theories. It is possible to hold out

too obstinately and too long; but yet it is well,

that a certain balance should obtain between the

adhesive and the aggressive forces in the world of

speculation; and that the general mind of society

should have at least enough of the sedative in its

composition, to protect it from aught like violent

disturbance, or the incursion of any rash adven

turer in the field of originality. And for this

purpose it is well, that each novelty, kept at bay
for a time, and made to undergo a sufficient pro
bation, should be compelled thoroughly to sub

stantiate its claims-ere it be admitted to take a

place beside the philosophy which is recognised

by all the authorities, and received into all the

institutes of the land.

Q1. And they are the very same principles,

which, when rightly blended, operate so benefi..

cially, not in philosophy alone, but in polities.
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