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in the framework and throughout the whole me

chanism of human society.

. But this property in the machine of a

government to which we now advert, does not

preclude that steady and sober-minded improve
ment which is all that is desirable. It only re

strains the advocates of improvement from driving

too rapidly. It does not stop, it only retards their

course, by a certain number of defeats and disap

pointments, which, if their course be indeed a

good one, are but the stepping-stones to their

ultimate triumph. Ere that the victory is gotten,

they must run the gauntlet of many reverses and

many mortifications; and they are not to expect

that by one, but 'by several and successive blows

of the catapulta, inveterate abuses and long esta

blished practices can possibly be overthrown. It

is thus, in fact, that every weak cause is thrown

back into the nonentity whence it sprung, and that

every cause of inherent goodness or worth is

ultimately carried-rejected, like the former, at

its first and earliest overtures; but, unlike the

former, coming back every time with a fresh

weight of public feeling and public demonstration

in its favour, till, like the abolition of the slave

trade or that of commercial restrictions, causes

which had the arduous struggle of many long

years to undergo, it at length obtains the conclu

sive seal upon it of the highest authority in the

land, and a seal by which the merits of the cause
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