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intellectually right, but just because he is morally
right. He becomes sound in faith; but only in
virtue of having become sound in principle. The
true belief in which he ultimately lands, is not all
at once forced upon him, by the credentials, where-
with it was associated ; but he had the patience
and the candour to wait the unrolling of these
credentials ; or rather he helped to unrol them
with his own hand. He fastened his regards upon
some proposition which involved in it the interests
or the obligations of humanity ; because there sat
upon it, even at the first, a certain creditab}e
aspect, which, had he had the hardihood to with-
stand or to turn from, it would have made him
chargeable, not with a mental alone, but with a
moral perversity—not with the error that springs
from a mistaken judgment, but with the guilt that
springs from the violation of an incumbent duty.
Many are the truths which do not carry an instant
and overpowering evidence along with them ; and
which therefore, at their first announcement, are
not entitled to demand admittance for themselves
as the articles of a creed. Nevertheless they may
be entitled to a hearing; and, by the refusal of
that hearing, man incurs, not the misfortune of an
involuntary blunder, but the turpitude of a volun-
tary crime.



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/Bridgewater-Treatises/index.html


