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who was diligently saught, or. like the unknwwn

benefactor who was never cared for.' in respect
at least o desire after God, the same distinction

of character may be observed between one man

and another-whether God be wrapt in mystery,
or stand forth in full development to our world.

Even though a mantle of deepest obscurity lay

over the question of His existence, this would not

efface the distinction, between the piety on the

one hand which laboured and aspired after Him

and the impiety upon the other which never

missed the evidence that it did not care: for, and

so grovelled in the midst of its own sensua1ityaid

selfishness. The eye of a heavenly witness is Upon
all these varieties; and thus, whether it be dark

ness or whether it be dislike which bath caused:'a

people to be ignorant of God, there is with Him a

clear principle of judgment, that He can extend

even to the outfields of atheism.

13. It would appear then, that even in the ini

tial state of the human mind on the question'-of a

God, there is an impellent force upon the con

science, which man ought to obey, and which--he

incurs guilt by resisting. We do not speak of

that light which irradiates the termination of the

inquirer's path, but of that embryo .or rudimental

light which glimmers ever the outset of it-; which

serves at least to indicate the commencement of

his way; and which, for aught he knows, may

brighten, as he advances onwards, to the blaze of


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/Bridgewater-Treatises/index.html


