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in consequence of the importance of these rela

tions, among animals themselves the first rank

must be assigned to man.

CHAP. II.

The Physical Character of Man.

SECT. J.

The Physical Character ofMan, compared with that of

other Animals.

ALTHOUGH, when viewed in the aggregate

of his faculties, moral as well as physical, man

confessedly holds the first rank among animals;

yet, if we exclude from our consideration those

intellectual powers and moral qualities by which

he is essentially characterized, and confine our

view to his mere animal nature, we find that he

scarcely differs in any important point from any

of the species of the higher classes. In each

there is the same necessity for air, and sleep,

and food; and the nature of the food and the

mode of its digestion are not materially dif

ferent: the nutrient fluid extracted by the pro

cess of digestion is converted into blood of the

same character, and distributed in the same

manner through the system: the constituent

parts of the body and their mode of growth are

almost precisely the same; for the bone, muscle,
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