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As then, in estimating the moral or intellectual

characters of particular men, we are not influ

enced by the consideration of insulated defects

or excellences, but of the aggregate powers and

qualities of the individual; so, in comparing

other animals with man, we ought not to affirm

that they approach nearer to the standard of his

perfection in proportion as they approach nearer

to him in the structure of this or that part, or in

the developement of particular powers or quali

ties; but in proportion to that approximation

which results from the balance of their structure

and powers considered collectively. And on this

principle, however nearly a few of them may re

semble him, they never can approach even the

confines of an equality of nature; whatever

some speculative individuals have presumptu

ously supposed, or others in their simplicity

have feared. Thus the resemblance to the hu

man form, as well internally as externally, is so

remarkable in particular species of the ape, that

while some philosophers (who however pro

ceeded without a knowledge or a due considera

tion of the true principles of the science con

cerned in their reasonings) have maintained

that the ape and man are but varieties of the

same species, or at most but different species of

the same genus; others, with an unnecessary

anxiety, have laboured to vindicate the supposed

insult thus offered to the dignity of human na-
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