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nities ofwatching the developement ofthe human

character: for, long as is the period, compared

with the natural term of his own life, and longer
still, compared with the corresponding period in

the life of other animals, before man attains the

full stature of his mind as well as of his body;

he at a very early season begins to manifest the

superiority of his intellectual nature: he very

soon begins to collect those materials for future

use, which, though he will never hereafter be

able to call to mind the moment or the circum

stances of their accession, he will use as effectu

ally as if he had originally acquired them by in

dustrious and direct attention.

It does not fall within the intention of this

treatise to attempt to ascertain the period when

the first dawn of intelligence enlightens the

countenance of the infant; but, undoubtedly,

among its earliest beams are those expressive

smiles, which, although they are occasioned by

the aspect of the mother, and are perhaps only

connected with the expectation of an animal

pleasure, namely the simple enjoyment of nou

rishment, yet are soon elicited by other indi

viduals also, who may understand how to win

the attention, and amuse the faculties of the in

fant mind.

It seems as if there were implanted in the

young of all animals, of the higher orders, an

instinctive propensity to those actions which are
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