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28 POWERS OF THE HUMAN HAND,

which are destined to be its only guides in the
first years of life. Scepticism is not the tendency
of childhood: and perhaps it is with reference
to the analogy between the eye of faith and the
eye of sense at this early period of life, that our
Saviour pronounces a blessing upon those who
receive the evidences of our religion with the
simplicity of little children.

el

CHAP. III

On the Powers of the human Hand, considered
as a corporeal Organ.

ATt length however, having passed the pre-
paratory discipline both of natural and of pa-
rental education, and having arrived at the ma-
turity of his powers, man is fitted to exercise his
empire over the external world.

But before we consider the character of the
materials provided for the supply of his various
wants, or for the exercise of his intellectual fa-
culties, let us examine more closely than hitherto
the condition of those corporeal organs, by the
agency of which he is enabled to produce the
results intended.

There can be no doubt that those organs are,
if not exclusively, at least preeminently, the
brain and the hand: of the latter of which,
not only are the uses of the several parts and
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