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operation of the organ of destructiveness, that

organ would be found highly developed in such

an individual; and yet, upon actual inspection,

this were not found to be the case. Here,

although the disciple of Dr. Gall might be dis

appointed in finding no such developement, a

plain reasoner would not be so disappointed:

for is it not obvious that avarice, or shame, or

jealousy, might in a moment operate so power

fully as to lead an individual to the crime of

murder, whose nature and habits were as far

as possible removed from the propensity to that

crime; and who, consequently, according to

Dr. Gall's own principles, would be devoid of

any undue developement of the organ of mur

der?

With respect to ourselves indeed, the study of

the system may be attended sometimes with the

happiest consequences: for if, from the contem

plation of it, we can be strengthened in our con

viction of the fact, which both reason and reve

lation teach us, that each individual is liable to

particular temptations depending on his specific

temperament, we shall thus have one additional

memento of our frailty, one additional incentive

to watch over, and combat, "the sin which doth
11
so easily beset us."
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