
NERVOUS SYSTEM OF ANIMALS. 77

behests; and to direct not only the energies of

the inferior animals, but even those of his fel

low creatures, to the purposes which he may

have in view.

In contemplating, for instance, as in all the

pride of its appointments it advances through

the waves, the majestic movements of a man-of

war, let us trace its whole history, and thence

admire the extent of human power over the ma

terial world. Look at the rude canoe of the New

Zealander, or call to mind the nearly as rude

coracle of our own forefathers, and compare

those simple and puny products of an infant art

with the complicated and gigantic triumph of

naval architecture now before you; and no won

der if, observing the ease and precision of its

movements, the unlettered savages of the islands

of the Pacific conceived the stupendous ma

chine to be some form of animated matter; whose

fierce nature and awful power were announced

by the tremendous roar and destructive effects

of its artillery.

Or, passing from inert matter to living and

intellectual agents, let us in imagination first

view the tumultuary and predatory incursions

of the aboriginal borderers of the Ohio, or even

of the more civilized tribes of modern Arabia;

revenge or booty their sole objects, without any

plan of civil government or national aggrandize

ment; and then let us contemplate the profound
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