
252 ADAPTATION OF ANIMALS

meets the difficulty of a region, where water is

rarely found. As in the case of all other ani

mals which ruminate or chew the cud, the sto

mach of the camel consists of several compart

ments; of which one is divided into numerous

distinct cells, capable of collectively containing

such a quantity of water, as is sufficient for

the ordinary consumption of the animal during

many days. And, as opportunities occur, the

camel instinctively replenishes this reservoir;

and is thus enabled to sustain a degree of ex

ternal drought, which would be destructire to

all other animals but such as have a similar

structure: nor is any other animal of the old

world known to possess this peculiar structure.

But if-we pass to the inhabited regions of the

Andes in the new world, we there meet with

several species of animals, as the lama, the

vigogna, and the alpaca, which, though much

smaller than the camel, correspond generally

in their anatomy with that animal, and particu

larly with reference to the structure of the sto

mach: they resemble also the camel in docility;

and, to complete the parallel, they were em

ployed by the aboriginal inhabitants in the new

world for the same purposes as the camel in

the old.

Of the two species of camel, the Bactrian and

Arabian, the latter is that with the history of

which we are best acquainted; and though
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