
264 ADAPTATION OF ANIMALS

SECT. V.

Animals as a Source ofFood for Man.

ALTHOUGH the inhabitants of very warm cli

mates live principally and often entirely onvege

tables; in the colder climates animal food usually

makes a part of the daily sustenance of all who

are not oppressed by poverty: and nature has

not only provided amply for this want, but has

afforded the easiest means of supplying it. The

disposition of those animals, which afford the

great bulk of the supply that is required, as the

sheep, the ox, and the swine, is such, that they

are not only disposed to live gregariously, but

are readily brought under obedience, so as to be

inoffensive either to the person or property of

man: and their docility in this respect is parti

cularly worthy of our attention, because, from

the observations of M. Frederic Cuvier, (Mém.

du Mus. tom. xiii. 4. 419, 420), it appears that

herbivorous animals are not, as is generally sup

posed, naturally more mild and tractable than

the carnivorous; in fact they are by nature less

mild and tractable.

The flesh of all those species, which have been

above mentioned, is, generally speaking, accept

able to the human palate; and is in a great

measure necessary to the support of those who

are habitually exposed to great exertions and fa

tigue: but there are many occasions on which

such food could not with any convenience be ob-
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