
268 ADAPTATION OF ANIMALS

Any one, who is in the habit of walking much

in the streets of London, will frequently see

some half-clothed wretched individual stooping

down and holding open an apron, into which

he throws from time to time pieces of broken

bone and other offal, which he has disengaged

from the interstices of the stones that form the

carriage pavement. The unsightly load thus

obtained is conveyed to the sal ammoniac ma

nufactory; and when a sufficient mass of bones

has been accumulated from this and other

sources, they are thrown into a cauldron of

water, and are boiled for the purpose of clearing

them of the grease with which they are en

veloped: which grease, subsequently collected

from the surface of the water on which it floats,

is employed in the composition of soap.

The bones thus cleaned are thrown into large

retorts, surrounded by burning fuel, and sub

mitted to the process called destructive distilla

tion; whereby, in consequence of the applica

tion of a sufficient degree of heat, the matter

of the bone is resolved into its constituent ele

ments, from which new compounds are formed.

Of these, some pass off in the state of vapour

or gas, while the fixed principles remain in the

retort.

Among the more remarkable products which

pass off are carbonic acid gas, commonly known

by the name of fixed air; and various combina-
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