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“ Again, if we regard the substance of the
“ lower species of marine bodies, though in
“ some instances, as in sea-nettles, it approaches
“ to the character of flesh; in others, as in
“ sponge, it closely resembles a vegetable mat-
“ ter. And, lastly, as different bodies appear
“ to partake, in different degrees, of life itself;
“ s0 do they differ with respect to the degrees
“ of activity in the functions of life. Plants, for
“ instance, seem to be incapable of effecting
“ much beyond their individual nutrition, and
“ the continuation of their species: and the
“ same observation holds with respect to the
“ lowest species of animals. By the addition of
“ gensibility in different degrees, the pleasure
“ and activity of life are increased ; first in the
“ gratification arising from mutual intercourse;
“ and further, in the natural affection which
“ the parent feels for its offspring, and in the
““ care of providing food for it.” ("H % 7ov cwpares
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