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cc tural affections and physical powers, so their

"moral habits, and even some of their physical

"characters, are capable of being altered by

"their actions;" he says, that ,the common

"hen, if she have fought with and vanquished

the cock, will begin to crow, and to imitate

the cock in various ways; and her comb will

"increase, and her plumage alter to such a de
it
gree as to 'make it difficult to determine whe

"ther she be really a hen: even spurs, though

"small, will sometimes grow on her legs."
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The fact is nearly as Aristotle states it; and,

to a certain extent, similar facts are observable

in the human species as well as in other ani

mals; namely, that the peculiar characters of

the female are occasionally obscured, with re

spect both to the physical form and the moral

habits. But, in reasoning on the phenomena,

Aristotle mistakes the effect for the cause. The

circumstance of having fought with the cock is

not the determining cause of the change in the

external form of the hen: but the alteration it-
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