
344 CONCLUSION.

.the. nations of old, worshipped the creature,

rather than the Creator; and bowed down our

knee, as it were, to the host of heaven 1-we

may in that case hereafter suffer the penalty of

our intellectual pride, in a mode severely just.

The mind, which in this life failed to exercise

its highest functions by adoring the Deity in

the contemplation of his works, may be for

bidden to extend the exercise of those functions
-
in the next; and, while it looks back with un

utterable torment to the forfeited pleasures of

its former state, may be condemned, with tor

ment infinitely increased, to expatiate eternally

through new fields of knowledge, without the

capability of even putting the sickle to the

boundless harvest which they present.

But if, happily, we have pursued a wiser

course; if, with Newton, we have delighted to

deduce from the contemplation of the mechan

ism of the heavenly bodies the power of Him

who tnade them, and who alone sustains and

directs their motions; we may, and with facul

ties infinitely expanded, cultivate with him the

same pure pleasures, which even on earth ab

stracted his desires from earthly wants; and,

enraptured with the harmonious movements of

those endless systems, which neither our pre

sent organs can see, nor our present faculties

apprehend, we may. continue to be constantly

acquiring new knowledge, constantly absorbed


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/Bridgewater-Treatises/index.html


