
APPENDIX.

HAVING considered in the preceding pages the general

opinions of Aristotle respecting the physiology and classifi

cation of animals, I propose in this Appendix to make
a selection from his descriptions of some natural groups
and individual species of animals, for the purpose of com

paring them with the corresponding descriptions of Cuvier;

confining myself, however, exclusively to the mammalia,

which constitute the first class of vertebrated animals.

And, as an introduction to that selection, I shall prefix a

comparative view of the observations of the same two au

thors on some points connected with the general phyth

ology of animals; presenting the whole in the form of

two parallel columns, as the most convenient mode of ex

hibiting the comparison. In each column I shall endea

vour to give a free but faithful translation of the original

passages, followed by the original passages themselvesa.

However extensive may have been the information of the

ancients in that department of natural science which is now

under consideration; and however capable a mind like that

of Aristotle must have been of deducing general conclusions

from a systematic examination of facts, sufficiently numerous
and various, for the purpose of effecting a natural classifica

tion of animals, it could not reasonably be expected that,

antecedently to the knowledge of the circulation of the

blood, and of the true character of respiration, and also of

'In order to abridge as much as possible the number and length of the ex
tracts, I have occasionally merely stated a conclusion drawn from several se
parate paragraphs. In such instances I must claim credit for having rightly
understood, and fairly represented, the context.
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