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in April; the oak and ash, which are always the
latest among trees, in the beginning or towards the
middle of May. In the same manner the flowering
has its regular time: the mezereon and snowdrop
push forth their flowers in February; the primrose
in the month of March; the cowslip in April; the

great mass of plants in May and June; many in

July, August, and September; some, not till the

month of October, as the meadow saffron; and some
not till the approach and arrival of winter,- as the

laurustinus and arbutus.

The fact which we have here to notice, is the re
currence of these stages in the developement of

plants, at intervals precisely or very nearly of twelve
months. Undoubtedly, this result is in part occa
sioned by the action of external stimulants upon the

plant, especially heat, and by the recurrence of the

intensity of such. agents. Accordingly, there are

slight differences in the times of such occurrences,

according to the backwardness or forwardness of
the season, and according as the climate is genial or

otherwise. Gardeners use artifices which will, to a
certain extent, accelerate or retard the time of de

velopement of a plant. But there are various cir

cumstances which show that this recurrence of the

same events and equal intervals is not entirely owing
to external causes, and that it depends also upon

something in the internal structure of vegetables.
Alpine plants do not wait for the stimulus of the

sun's heat, but exert such a struggle to blossom, that

their flowers are seen among the yet unmelted snow.
And this is still more remarkable in the naturaliza

tion of plants from one hemisphere to the other.
When we transplant our fruit trees to the temperate

regions south of the equator, they continue for some

years to flourish at the period which corresponds to

our spring. The reverse of this obtains, with cer

tain trees of the southern hemisphere. Plants from

the Cape of Good Hope, and from Australia, coun

tries whose summer is simultaneous with our winter,
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