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to change, the processes of vegetable life would be

interrupted, deranged, distempered. What, for in

stance, would become of our calendar of Flora, if
the year were lengthened or shortened by six months?
Some of the dates would never arrive in the one

case, and the vegetable processes which mark them

would be superseded; some seasons would be with

out dates in the other case, and these periods would
be employed in a way harmful to the plants, and no
doubt speedily destructive. We should have not

only a year of confusion, but, if it were repeated and
continued, a year of death.

But in the existing state of things, the duration of
the earth's revolution round the sun, and the dura
tion of the revolution of the vegetable functions of

most plants are equal. These two periods are ad

justed to each other. The stimulants which the ele

ments apply come at such intervals and continue for
such times, that the plant is supported in health and

vigour, and enabled to reproduce its kind. Just such
a portion of time is measured out for the vegetable

powers to execute their task, as enables them to do

so in the best manner.

Now such an adjustment must surely be accepted
as a proof of design, exercised in the formation of

the world. Why should the solar year be so long
and no longer? or, this being of such a length, why
should the vegetable cycle be exactly of the same

length? Can this be chance? And this occurs, it

is to be observed, not in one, or in a few species of

plants, but in thousands. Take a small portion only
of known species, as the most obviously endowed

with this adjustment, and say ten thousand. How

should all these organized bodies be constructed for

the same period of a year? How should all these

machines be wound up so as to go for the same time?

Even allowing that they could bear a year ofa month

longer or shorter, how do they all come within such

limits? No chance could produce such a result.

And if not by chance, how otherwise could such a
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