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orists that the carth is merely a shell, and that the
central parts are hollow. All the reasons we can
collect appear to be in favour of its being a solid
mass, considerably denser than any known rock. If
this be so, and if we suppose the interior to be at any
time scooped out, so as to leave only such a shell as
the above mentioned speculators have asserted, we
should not be left in ignorance of the change, though
the appearance of the surface might remain the
same. We should discover the want of the usual
force of gravity, by the instability of all about us.
Things would not lie where we placed them, but
would slide away with the slightest push. We should
have a difficulty in standing or walking, something
like what we_have on ship-board when the deck is
inclined ; and we should stagger helplessly throukh
an atmosphere thinner than that which oppresses the
respiration of the traveller on the tops of the highest
mountains.

We see therefore that those dark and unknown
central portions of the earth, which are placed far
beyond the reach of the miner and the geologist, and
of which man will probably never know anything-
directly, are not to be considered as quite discon-
nected with us, as deposits of useless lumber without
effect or purpose. We feel their influence on every
step we take and on every breath we draw ; and the
powers we possess, and the comforts we enjoy would
be unprofitable to us, if they had not been prepared
with a reference to those as well as to the near and
visible portions of the earth’s mass.

The arbitrary quantity, therefore, of which we
have been treating, the intensity of the force of gra-
vity, appears to have been taken account of, in es-
tablishing the laws of those forces by which the pro-
cesses of vegetable and animal life are carried on.
And this leads us inevitably, we conceive, to the be-
lief of a supreme contriving mind, by which these
laws were thus devised and thus established.
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