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of those regions. Vegetable life seems there far more

vigorous and active, the circumstances under which

it goes on, far more favourable than in our latitudes.

Now if we conceive an inhabitant of those regions,

knowing, from the circumstances of the earth's form

and motion, the difference of climates which must

prevail upon it, to guess, from what he saw about

him, the condition of other parts of the globe as to

vegetable wealth, is not likely that he would suppose
that the extratropical climates must be almost devoid

of plants? We know that the ancients, living in the

temperate zone, came to the conclusion that both the

torrid and the frigid zones must be uninhabitable. In

like manner the equatorial reasoner would probably
conceive that vegetation must cease, or gradually
die away, as he should proceed to places further and

further removed from the genial influence of the sun.

The mean temperature of his year being about 80

degrees, he would hardly suppose that any plants
could subsist through a year, where the mean tem

perature was only 50, where the temperature of the

summer quarter was only 64, and where the mean

temperature of a whole quarter of the year. was a

very few degrees removed from that at which water

becomes solid. He would suppose that scarcely any
tree, shrub, or flower could exist in such a state of

things, and so far as the plants of his own country
are concerned, he would judge rightly.

But the countries further removed from the equa
tor are not left thus unprovided. Instead of being

scantily occupied by such of the tropical plants as

could support a stunted and precarious life in unge
nial climes, they are abundantly stocked with a mul
titude of vegetables which appear to be constructed

expressly for them, inasmuch as these species can no
more flourish at the equator than the equatorial spe
cies can in these temperate regions. And such new

supplies thus adapted to new conditions, recur per

petually as we advance towards the apparently frozen

and untenantable regions in the neighbourhood ofthe
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