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66 TERRESTRIAL ADAPTATIONS.

any large portion of nature brought under their no-
tice in ﬁlis point of view, are led to feel that there is,
in such a creation, a harmony, a beauty, and a dig-
nity, of which the impression is irresistible ; which
would have been wanting in any more uniform and
limited system such as we might try to ima%ine; and
which of itself gives to the arrangements by which
such a variety on the earth’s surface is produced, the
character of well devised means to a worthy end.

CHAPTER VIIL
The Constituents of Climate.

We have spoken of the steady average of the cli-
mate at each place, of the difference of this average
at different places, and of the adaptation of organized
beings to this character in the laws of the elements
by which they are affected. But this steadiness in
the general effect of the elements, is the result of an
extremely complex and extensive machinery. Cli-
mate, in its wider sense, is not one single agent, but
is the aggregate result of a great number of different
agents, governed by different laws, producing effects
of various kinds. The steadiness of this compound
agency is not the steadiness of a permanent condi-
tion, like that of a body at rest; but it is the steadi-
ness of a state of constant change and movement,
succession and alternation, seeming accident and
irregularity. It is a perpetual repose, combined
with a perpetual motion; an invariable average of
most variable quantities. Now, the manner in which
such a state of things is produced, deserves, we con-
ceive, a closer consideration. It may be useful to
show how the particular laws of the action of each
of the elements of climate are so adjusted that they
do not disturb this general constancy.
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