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consider the system as imperfect, because in its pre-
sent condition it is not fitted for eternity. -

5. The doctrine of a Resisting Medium leads us
towards a point which the Nebular Hypothesis as-
sumes ;—a beginning of the present order of things.
There must have been a commencement of the mo-
tions now going on in the solar system. Since these
motions, when once begun, would be deranged and
destroyed in a period which, however large, is yet
finite, it is obvious we cannot carry their origin in-
definitely backwards in a range of past duration.
There is a period in which these revolutions, when
ever they had begun, would have brought the re-
volving bodies into contact with the central mass;
and this period has in our system not yet elapsed.
The watch is still going, and therefore it must have
been wound up within a limited time.

The solar system, at this its beginnihg, must have
been arranged and put in motion by some cause. If
we suppose this cause to operate by means of the
configurations and the properties of previously exist-
ing matter, these configurations must have resulted
from some still previous cause, these pro&;rties must
have produced some previous effects. We are thus
led to a condition still earlier than the assumed be-
ginning ;—to an origin of the original state of the
universe; and in this manner we are carried per-
petually further and further back, through a labyrinth
of mechanical causation, without any possibility of
finding any thing in which the mind can acquiesce
or rest, till we admit ¢ a First Cause which is not
mechanical.”

Thus the argument which was before urged against
those in particular, who put forwards the Nebular Hy-
pothesis in opposition to the admission of an Intelli-
gent Creator, offers itself again, as cogent in itself,
when weé adopt the opinion of a resisting medium,
for which the physical proofs have been found to be
so strong: The argument is indeed forced upon our
minds, what ever view we take of the past history of
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