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If we take the whole range of created objects in

our own system, from the sun down to the smallest

animalcule, and suppose such a system, or something
in some way analogous to it, to be repeated for each

of the millions of stars thus revealed to us, we have

a representation of the material part of the universe,

according to a view which many minds receive as a

probable one; and referring this aggregate of sys.
tems to the Author of the universe, as in our own

system we have found ourselves led to do, we have

thus an estimate of the extent to which his creative

energy would thus appeal' to have been exercised in

the material world.

If we consider further the endless and admirable

contrivances and adaptations which philosophers

and observers have discovered in every portion of

our own system, every new step of our knowledge

showing us something new in this respect; and if we

combine this consideration with the thought how

small a portion of the universe our knowledge in

cludes, we shall, without being able at all to discern

the extent of the skill and wisdom thus displayed, see

something of the character of the design, and of the

copiousness and ampleness of the means which the

scheme of the world exhibits. And when we see that

the tendency of all the arrangements which we can

comprehend is to support the existence, to develope

the faculties, to promote thewell-being of these

count-lessspecies of creatures; we shall have some im

pression of the beneficence and love of the Creator,

as manifested in the physical government of his

creation.
-

2. It is extremely difficult to devise any means of

bringing before a common apprehension the scale

on which the universe is constructed, the enormous

proportion
which the larger dimensions bear to the

smaller, and the amazing number of steps from large
to smaller, or from small to larger, which the consj..

deration of it offers The following comparative re
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