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not extend to a much greater number of individuals
than we at first imagine, but that in fact we know
that it does so extend. It has heen well observed,
that about the same time when the invention of the
telescope showed us that there might be myriads of
other worlds claiming the Creator’s care; the inven-
tion of the microscope proved to us that there were
in our own world myriads of creatures, before un-
known, which this care was preserving. While one
discovery seemed to remove the Divine Providence
further from us, the other gave us most striking ex-
amples that it was far more active in our neighbour-
hood than we had supposed: while the first extended
the boundaries of God’s known kingdom, the second
made its known administration more minute and
careful. It appeared that in the leaf and in the bud,
in solids and in fluids, animals existed hitherto unsus-
pected; the apparently dead masses and blank spaces
. of the world were found to swarm with life. And
yet, of the animals thus revealed, all, though unknown
to us before, had never been forgotten by Providence.
Their structure, their vessels and limbs, their adapta-
tion to their situation, their food and habitations, were
regulated in as beautiful and complete a manner as
those of the largest and apparently most favoured
animals. The smallest insects are as exactly finish-
ed, often as gaily ornamented, as the most graceful
beasts or the birds of brightest plumage. And when
we seem to go out of the domain of the complex ani-
mal structure with which we are familiar, and come
to animals of apparently more scanty faculties, and
less developed powers of enjoyment and action, we
still find that their faculties and their senses are in
exact harmony with their situafion and circum-
stances; that the wants which they have are pro-
vided for, and the powers which they possess called
into activity. So that Miiller, the patient and accu-
rate observer of the smallest and most obscure mi-
croscopical animalcula, declares that all classes alike,
those which have manifest organs, and those which
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