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shapes and to leap into their proper places; and the

truth of the happy conjecture seems to flash upon us

from every part of the inscription.
The discovery of laws of nature, truly and satis

factorily connecting and explaining phenomena, of

which, before, the connexion and causes had been

unknown, displays much of a similar process, of ob

scurity succeeded by evidence, of effort and. per

plexity followed by conviction and repose. The

innumerable conjectures and failures, the glimpses
of light perpetually opening and as often clouded

over, the unwearied perseverance and inexhaustible

ingenuity exercised by Kepler in seeking for the

laws which he finally discovered, are, thanks to his

communicative disposition, curiously exhibited in his

works, and have been narrated by his biographers;
and such efforts and alternations, modified by cha

racter and circumstances, must generally precede

the detection of any of the wider laws and depend

encies by 'which the events of the universe are re

gulated. We may readily conceive the satisfaction

and delight with which, after this perplexity and

struggle, the discoverer finds himself in light and

tranquillity; able to look at the province of nature

which has been the subject of his study, and to read

there an intelligible connexion, a sufficing reason,

which no one before him had understood or appre

hended.

This step so much resembles the mode in which

one intelligent being understands and apprehends the

conceptions of another, that we cannot be surprised

if those persons in whose minds such a process has

taken place, have been most ready to acknowledge the

existence and operation of a superintending intelli

gence, whose ordinances it was their employment to

study. When they had just read a sentence of the

table of the laws "
of the universe, they could not

doubt whether it had .had a legislator. When they
had deciphered there a comprehensive and substan

tial truth, they could not believe that the letters had
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