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as to i'cccive the whole shock; and the same

would happen in the horse, the stag, and all

quadrupeds of great strength and swiftness, were

not the scapuhe sustained by muscles, and not

by bone, and did not the bones recoil and fold up.

The horse-jockey runs his hand down the

horse's neck, in a knowing way, and says, "this

horse has got a heavy shoulder, he is a slow

horse!" He is right, but he does not under

stand the matter; it is not possible that the

shoulder can be too much loaded with muscle,

for muscle is the source of motion, and bestows

power. What the jockey feels, and forms his

judgment on, is the abrupt transition from the

neck to the shoulder, which, in a horse for the

turf, ought to be a smooth undulating surface.

This abruptness, or prominence of the shoulder,

is a consequence of the upright position of the

scapula; the sloping and light shoulder results

from its obliquity. An upright shoulder is the

mark of a stumbling horse: it does not revolve

easily, to throw forward the foot.

Much of the strength, if not the freedom and

rapidity of motion, of a limb, will depend on the

angle at which the bones lie to each other; for,

this mainly affects the insertion, and, conse

quently, the power of the muscles. We know,

and may every moment feel, that when the arm

is extended, we possess little power in bending

it; but as we bend it the power is increased.;


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/Bridgewater-Treatises/index.html


