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the ox, the elk, or the stag, to see the confirma

tion of this principle. When the scapula is

oblique, the serratus muscle, which passes from

the ribs to its uppermost part, has more power

in rolling it. When it lies at right angles with

the humerus, the muscles which are attached to

the latter, (at B.) act with more effect. And on

the same principle, by the oblique position of

the humerus, and, consequently, its obliquity in

reference to the radius and ulna, the two bones

of the fore-arm, the power of the muscle in

serted (at C.) into the olecranon, is increased.

On the whole, both power and elasticity are

gained by this position of the superior bones of

the fore-leg. It gives to the animal that springs,

a larger stretch in throwing himself forwards,

and security, in a soft descent of his weight. A

man, standing upright, cannot leap or start off

at once; lie must first sink down, and bring the

bones of his extremities to an angle. But the

antelope, or other timid animals of the class, can

leap at once, or start off in their course without

preparation: another advantage of the oblique

pition of their bones when at rest.osi

These sketches with the pen are from the

skeletons of the elephant and the camel. The

leg of the former is obviously built for the

purpose of sustaining the huge bulk of the

animal, whilst in the camel we have a perfect

contrast.
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