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In speaking of the arteries which go to the

hand, it may be expected that we should touch

on a subject, which has been formerly a good

deal discussed, whether the properties of the

right hand, in comparison with those of the left,

depend on the course of the arteries to it: for

it is affirmed that the trunk of the artery going

to the right arm, passes off from the heart so as

to admit the blood directly and more forcibly

into the small vessels of the arm. This is

assigning a cause which is unequal to the effect,

and presenting, altogether, too confined a view

of the subject: it is a participation in the com

mon error of seeking in the mechanism the cause

of phenomena which have a deeper source.

For the conveniences of life, and to make us

prompt and dexterous, it is pretty evident that

there ought to be no hesitation which hand is to

be used, or which foot is to be put forward; nor

is there, in fact, any such indecision. Is this

taught, or have we this readiness given to us by

nature? It must be observed, at the same time,

that there is a distinction in the whole right side

of the body, and that the left side is not only

the weaker, in regard to muscular strength, but

also in its vital or constitutional properties. The

developement of the organs of action and motion

is greatest upon the right side, as may at any

time be ascertained by measurement, or the

testimony of the tailor or shoemaker; certainly,
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