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162 THEORY OF THE

Some will maintain that all the varieties
which we see, are the result of a change of cir-
cumstances influencing the original animal ; or
that new organs have been produced by a desire
and consequent effort of the animal to stretch
and mould itself—that, as the leaves of a plant
expand to light, or turn to the sun, or as the
roots shoot to the appropriate soil, so do the
exterior organs of animals grow and adapt them-
selves. We shall presently find that an opinion
has prevailed that the organization of animals
has determined their propensities; but the phi-
losophers, of whom we are now speaking, ima-
gine the contrary,—that under the influence of
new circumstances, organs have accommodated
themselves, and assumed their particular forms.

It must be here remarked that there are no
instances of the production of new organs by
the union of individuals belonging to different
species. Nor is there any foundation in obser-
vation for the opinion that a new species may
be formed by the union of individuals of dif-
ferent families. But it is contended, that,
although the species-of animals have not changed
in the last 5000 years, we do not know what
might have been the effect of the revolution
before that time; that is, previous to the pre-
sent condition of the world. On subjects of this
nature, however, we must argue from What we
know, and from what we see.
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